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^Khayengs), a rude but inoffensive hill tribe, who live
mostly on game killed with poisoned arrows, and resemble
the Chinese in their partiality for dog's flesLV**

The Takings or Mons, if not the aborigines, are at
least the earliest known immigrants into Pegu, where
they form an isolated linguistic group, now restricted
to the east and south of the Irawadi delta in Martaban
and North Tenasserim. Wearing the same dress, they
differ little from the Burmese in appearance, but are
generally of lighter complexion, with more delicate
features and a slight growth of beard. But the two
races live so intermingled, and alliances are becoming so
frequent between them, that the time is perhaps not dis-
tant when the Takings will have become absorbed in the
dominant Burmese race. The two languages differ funda-
mentally, and affinities have been sought for the Taking
as far east as Cambodia and westwards amongst the
Kokrians of Central India.1

The Tenasserim highlands are occupied exclusively by
the aboriginal Karens, who still continue to live in the
greatest seclusion. Having been formerly subjected to
much hard treatment and oppression by the Burmese
conquerors of the land, they now avoid, as far as possible,
all intercourse with them. They, however, occasionally
visit the towns in the lowlands for the purpose of pro-
curing by barter the indispensable articles of domestic
use. Settling in small communities of twelve or fourteen
families near some stream in the higher woodlands, they
clear the ground with fire, and cultivate rice, bananas,
betel-nut, sweet potatoes, and other vegetables, on the
reclaimed space. These products, with some poultry and
game, suffice to supply all their daily wants. They are
of a less robust build, with less prominent cheek-bones,

1 Captain C. J. F. S. Forbes's Comparative Grammar of the Languages
of Further India.   London, 1881.